
Mercy for Dogs 
Matthew 15:21-39 

Summary 
In Matthew 15, an untrained, unclean, undeserving Canaanite woman walked into a space 
where she absolutely did not belong to seek healing for her demon-oppressed daughter. After 
initially facing the deafening silence of Jesus, she persists in asking for help. She accepts her 
unworthy status as a Gentile "dog," and throws herself entirely upon the generosity of the 
Merciful Master, trusting that a crumb from the table of the Son of David is more than sufficient. 
Jesus praises her great faith and heals her daughter. Her example calls us to remember our 
desperate state, throw ourselves at Jesus' feet, and live like we are sons and daughters of the 
King (stop scavenging for crumbs of approval, comfort, or satisfaction from the world). 
Ultimately, all who come to Jesus in humble faith get a seat at the King's table. 

Sermon Outline 
Main Point: All who come to Jesus in humble faith get a seat at the King's table. 

I. The Unlikely Outsider 

●​ We all know the feeling of walking into a room where we clearly do not belong. 
●​ The Canaanite woman in Matthew 15 had the wrong background and bloodline, making 

her an absolute outsider (Matthew 15:22). 
●​ Instead of running away, she presses forward and becomes the ultimate model of faith 

for everyone in the room. 

II. The Context of Clean and Unclean 

●​ The Levitical System: God established a strict system of ritual purity in Leviticus so a 
sinful people could dwell in the presence of a holy God. 

●​ The Spiritual Reality: Physical uncleanness served as a physical picture of a deep 
spiritual reality. Sin thoroughly infects human life, making us morally impure and in need 
of true cleansing through the sacrificial system. 

●​ The Setting: Jesus leaves the "clean" religious leaders and heads straight into Tyre and 
Sidon — the headquarters of Israel's ancient, pagan enemies condemned by prophets 
like Joel and Amos. 

●​ The Irony: The religious insiders who studied the Scriptures rejected Jesus, while this 
untrained, unclean Canaanite woman recognized Him as the "Lord, Son of David".​
​
 



III. The Silence of God 

●​ When the woman cries out for mercy for her severely oppressed daughter, Jesus 
answers her with complete silence (Matthew 15:23). 

●​ The silence of God is a normal, historically documented experience in the life of faith, 
seen clearly in the Psalms (Psalm 10:1; Psalm 13:1-3; Psalm 28:1-2) and in Jesus' own 
prayers in the garden. 

●​ Music is sound and silence. Just as rests and pauses give a piece of music its 
emotional weight, God has a specific purpose in the pause. 

●​ When you can’t hear His voice, trust the Artist's heart, and persistently cry out in faith. 

IV. The Crumbs of Mercy 

●​ Jesus tells the woman He was sent to the lost sheep of Israel, drawing a theological 
boundary line (Matthew 15:24). 

●​ She completely ignores the closed door, kneels, and prays, "Lord, help me" (Matthew 
15:25). 

●​ Jesus tests her by stating it is not right to throw the children's bread to the "dogs" — a 
symbol of the most unclean, undeserving outsiders seen throughout the Old Testament 
(2 Kings 9; Psalm 22) (Matthew 15:26). 

●​ She humbly owns her status as an unworthy outsider, but throws herself on the King's 
generosity, trusting that even a crumb from His table is enough to heal her daughter 
(Matthew 15:27). 

●​ Jesus praises her great faith and heals her daughter instantly (Matthew 15:28). 

V. The Trajectory of the Kingdom 

●​ Salvation starts with the Jews, and it extends infinitely outward to the nations(Rom 1:16) 
●​ The Canaanite woman's faith fulfills Old Testament promises showing that the gospel is 

for the Gentiles (Genesis 12; Isaiah 49:6; Psalm 2; Psalm 87:3-4). 
●​ The Apostle John confirms this open invitation to all who receive Him (John 1:11-13). 
●​ Jesus proves His table is open to the nations by healing Gentile crowds and feeding the 

4,000, leaving exactly seven baskets of leftovers to symbolize His perfect provision for 
the whole earth (Matthew 15:29-39). 

VI. Application: How We Respond 

1.​ Remember Your Desperate State: Apart from Christ, we were all alienated, hopeless 
outsiders (Ephesians 2:11-12). Remembering this kills pride and produces gratitude. 

2.​ Throw Yourself at Jesus' Feet: Make "Lord, help me" your constant prayer. 
Acknowledge your deep need and rely entirely on His supply, knowing we have access 
to the Father through Jesus (Ephesians 2:13-18). 

3.​ Live Like You've Got a Seat: Stop living like a spiritual orphan. You belong to the 
household of God (Ephesians 2:19), so live in the absolute confidence of His grace and 
invite others to join the feast. 
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